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Date of Meeting  Wednesday 25th January 2017 Attendees   
Meeting Room  Year 6 Classroom  Komilla Datta  Chair KD 

Helen Black  Notes HB 
Next Meeting Term 4  - TBA Nicola Hughes   NH 
  8 Parents / carers representing children in  
  Reception – Apple x 3 
  Year 1 – Cherry  x 3 
  Year 2 – Pear x 1 
  Year 3 – Hazel x 1 
  Year 4 – Willow  NA  
 
 
Agenda 

 
Action 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

 
KD chaired the meeting and welcomed parents /carers, noting that it was great to see 
more parents / carers attending.  

 

 

 
2. Enquiry Based Learning (EBL) 

 
KD  explained that research shows that EBL:  

 encourages independence 
 gives children ownership of their learning 
 increases motivation 
 helps develop critical thinking skills 
 encourages self-direction 
 deepens understanding 
 helps learners validate prior knowledge and experience 
 enable learners to apply knowledge to new situations 

There is that there is lots of information and research on the internet, often to be found 
by searching for IBL (American spelling). KD showed a presentation covering: 

 Learning Pyramid – retention of information in children 
 Tasc Wheel – thinking actively in a social content 
 Tasc Wheel and Blooms Taxonomy 
 Tasc Wheel and Growth Mindset 
 Tasc Wheel KS1 
 The Enquiry Cycle 
 Aims of RE 
 Discovery RE 
 The Enquiry Planning Process 
 How RE supports wider learning 
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3. AOB 
 

 

 
Values in Action 
Question: A parent raised a concern as to whether this is a balanced way of presenting 
information  
Answer: KD clarified that Staff do not share their own opinions.  
 
Question: A parent asked how staff choose which religious group to teach. 
Answer KD clarified that we use a scheme of work. We also take into consideration 
which religions represented in school and tailor this to give a wider experience. 
Christianity will form the basis but we share all religions in an unbiased way.  
 
Question: Who picks the news items? 
Answer: Nicola Hughes  - Assistant Head, with the aim of covering news items and 
what is happening in the world.  
 

 

Children with Special Educational Needs 
Question: A parent asked if there is a school policy regarding sharing information with 
other children.  
Answer: We would avoid labelling children but may share age appropriate information 
on a 1:1 basis or whole class basis if the parent / carer is agreeable. This would always 
be shared in a sensitive way.  
 
Question: Does having more children in class with SEN needs have a detrimental 
effect on whole class teaching? 
Answer: KD clarified that staff allocation is based on the needs of the class taking into 
consideration the particular skills of staff and providing the necessary training.  
 

 

School Uniform 
Parents expressed their concerned regarding the change of school uniform colour from 
royal blue to navy blue. The concerns included:  the change reducing the individual 
identity of Orchard Campus; lack of prior consultation with parents and governors and 
the letter coming from the Assistant Business Manager rather than the Head of School.  
  
Parent also expressed concerns with the school uniform supplier due to issues with 
quality of the uniform and length of time to fulfil orders.  
 
KD explained that the decision was financially based as the price of the royal blue 
uniform was increasing more than the navy blue uniform and would have led to a two- 
tiered pricing structure. There is no pressure to move away from the royal blue uniform. 
Children can continue to wear it until it is outgrown or wears out and it can continue to 
be handed down to siblings. It just will not be available to buy new.  
 
KD suggested that some parents might like a tour of Lockleaze Road as many have 
not been on the site.  
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School Photographs 
 
Parents raised concerns that the school photographs taken in Term 2 were poor quality 
and more expensive than previously.  
 
KD will investigate the possibility of using a different provider.  
 

KD 

School Meals 
Concerns were raised about food running out and there not being enough choice. 
 
KD advised that there is always enough food and a choice of food. There is always  
food left over and often second helpings are offered. 
 

 

Spanish 
Question: Will the teaching of Spanish continue? 
 
Answer: KD explained that Spanish is an additional enrichment activity, which is 
provided where possible. Ukulele takes up much enrichment time.  
  

 

Clubs 
Question: Why aren’t many clubs running currently?  
Answer: Lunchtime clubs cannot be run currently because staff are needed on the 
playground. We are running football and science clubs and looking at the possibility of 
restarting running club and choir club.  
 
Question: Parents mentioned that they had contributed towards the cost of recorders 
but there was no longer a recorder club running.  
 
Answer: KD will look into the possibility of running a recorder club 
 

KD 

 
4. Next Meeting – TBA  

 
KD asked for suggestions of topics for future parent forums and of any preferences for 
different days of the week. We will try to rotate the day so that other parents / carers 
can attend.  
 
Thank you to all the attendees.  

 
 

 

Meeting ended 10.05 AM  
 

 

 


