
Reading Curriculum  
Coverage and Progression 

 

   

 
Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 
Word Reading Word Reading (See appendix 1+2) Word Reading (See appendix 1+2) Word Reading (See appendix 3 and 4) Word Reading (See appendix 3 and 4) Word Reading (See appendix 5 and 6) 

Continues a rhyming string  Reads and applies phonemes (sets 1-3) Reads and applies phonemes (sets 1- 4) Reads and applies phonemes (sets 1- 4) and common 
spelling patterns. 

Confidently reads and applies phonemes (sets 1- 4) and 
common spelling patterns. 

Confidently uses and applies knowledge of phonics, 
spelling and etymology. Links sounds to letters Reads HFW-2 (without sounding out) Reads HFW-3  (without sounding out) 

Hears and says the initial sound in words Recognises familiar endings (ed/ing/er/es/s) Recognises and understands familiar endings 
(ed,ing,er/est,es/s) 

Reads exception words, noting the unusual 
correspondence between spelling and sound (e.g. any, 
eye, early, water, woman, fruit, heart). 

Reads a wider range of exception words, noting the 
unusual correspondence between spelling and sound 
(e.g. sugar, though, cough, women, money, busy, 
island). 

Reads a wider range of exception words, noting the 
unusual correspondence between spelling and sound 
(e.g. ancient, definite, desperate, excellent, foreign, 
necessary, soldier). 

Uses phonic knowledge to segment and blend simple 
words 

Reads words with common contractions  
(e.g. I’m, I’ll, It’s, don’t, can’t,) Reads and understands a range of prefixes and suffixes 

(un-,dis-, -ly, -ness, -ment,-ful, -less) Name letters in alphabet Recognises prefixes/suffixes – (un-, -ly) Reads and understands familiar endings 
(ed,ing,er/est,es/s). Begins to read words and simple sentences Breaks longer words Reads words with contractions (e.g. Couldn’t, won’t, 

let’s, didn’t, you’ve) and understand their original form 
(e.g. could not, will not) 

Confidently reads and understands familiar endings 
(ed,ing,er/est,es/s). 

Confidently reads and understands familiar endings (e.g. 
ed, ing, er/est, es/s, possessive s). Recognises print in the environment Begins to read aloud with fluency taking account of 

punctuation 
Reads and understands a wider range of prefixes and 
suffixes (e.g.mis-, in-,-sure,-ture, -tion/-sion). Reads HFW list 1 without sounding out Reads and understands a wider range of prefixes and 

suffixes (e.g. anti-, auto-, super-, re-, -ation-cian, -ssion,-
ous, -ally). 

Reads and understands a wider range of prefixes and 
suffixes (e.g. -cious/-tious, -cial/-tial, -ant, -ance,-ancy, -
ation, -ent, -ence, -ency,-ible/-able, -ibly/-ably) 

Recognise familiar endings (ed,ing) Re-reads to check Reads aloud with fluency and expression taking account 
of punctuation. 

Reads words with contractions (e.g. hasn’t, we’ll 
They’re, should’ve, who’s) and understands their original 
form (e.g. has not, we will). 

Comprehension Comprehension 

Answers simple questions Retells stories orally with main events in sequence Attempts unfamiliar words using a range of strategies 
(e.g. context clues, HFWs sentence structure, phonics, 
spelling patterns) 

Confidently reads words with contractions and is able to 
explain their original form. 

Use of hyphens to join a prefix to a root word (e.g. co-
operate, re-read, co-ordinate.) Recalls the main points in sequence Links texts to their own experiences Attempts unfamiliar words quickly and accurately using 

a range of strategies (e.g. context clues, HFWs, 
sentence structure, phonics, spelling patterns). 

Talks with others about what they have read Knows key stories and story structures Reads unfamiliar words confidently using a range of 
strategies (e.g. context clues, HFWs, sentence 
structure, phonics, spelling patterns). 

Confidently reads words with contractions and is able to 
explain their original form. Talks about the characters/ setting Joins in with repetitive language Re-reads familiar texts with fluency and confidence 

Uses picture cues Makes predictions from cover/title and what has been 

read 

Knows the difference in meaning between homophones 

(to/two/too, there/their/they’re) 

Confidently reads aloud with fluency and expression 

taking account of punctuation. 

Reads unfamiliar words confidently and accurately using 

a range of strategies (e.g. context clues, HFWs 
sentence structure, phonics, spelling patterns). 

Beginning to understand how a book works-
directionality,1-1 matching 

Confidently reads aloud with fluency, expression and 
intonation taking account of punctuation. Responds to a wide range of stories/poems and gives 

opinions 
Comprehension Re-reads to self-correct. 

Makes simple predictions and anticipates key events in 
familiar stories 

Begins to read silently with understanding Knows the difference in meaning between homophones 
and near homophone (e.g. here/hear, weather/whether, 
whose/who’s) 

Consistently re-reads to self–correct. Effortlessly reads aloud with fluency showing 
understanding through intonation, tone and volume so 
that meaning is clear to the audience. 

Recognises simple themes (fiction and non-fiction) Retells a wider range of stories with main events in 
sequence. 

Knows the difference in meaning between homophones 
and near homophone (e.g. accept/except, meet/meat, 
plain/plane, break/brake, scene/seen). 

Knows that information can be retrieved from books and 
computers 

Recognises simple structure of non-fiction 

Begins to answer literal and inferential questions (simple 
skimming and scanning) 

Links texts to their own experiences. Comprehension Consistently and confidently re-reads to self–correct. 

Reading for Pleasure Identifies main ideas/theme/structures. Reads silently with good understanding for longer 
periods. 

Comprehension Knows the difference in meaning between homophones 
and near homophone (e.g. advise/advice, 
practise/practice, affect/effect) 

Enjoys an increasing range of books Begins to understand how dictionaries are organised in 
alphabetical order. 

Makes predictions from literal information in the text. Reads silently with good understanding for longer 
periods and discuss what they have read. Chooses to read-at school and at home Expresses and shares views on a wide range of genres 

(including contemporary and classic poetry). 
Independently retells a wide range of stories with main 
events in sequence. Able to say why they have chosen book Discusses word meaning, making links to known 

vocabulary. 
Independently retells a wide range of more challenging 
stories with main events in sequence. 

Comprehension 

Tells stories using language influenced by their 
experiences of books 

Makes links between texts read in fiction or non-fiction 
texts and begins to distinguish between fact and fiction. 

Begins to use a variety of text types, to retell orally or 
through drama/presentation. (e.g. simple play scripts, 
Non-fiction texts, narratives, poetry). 

Reads silently with good understanding for longer 
periods inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words and 
discussing what they have read. 

Discusses favourite words and phrases. Uses a variety of text types, to retell orally or through 
drama/presentation. (e.g. simple play scripts, Non-fiction 
texts, narratives, poetry). 

Participates actively in listening to stories beyond their 
reading level 

Reading for Pleasure Has an understanding of different features in non-fiction 
texts. Chooses to read-at school and at home. Listens to and discusses texts at a level beyond their 

independent reading level. 
Retells more challenging stories from different starting 
points. Recites simple poems/rhymes Chooses their own book/genre. Begins to ask and answer literal, retrieval and inferential 

questions about the text (including poems). 
Listens to and discusses texts at a level beyond their 
independent reading level and shares ideas giving 
quotes taken from the text. 

Uses technology to read and find information Explains why they have chosen the book. Reads texts that are structured in different ways 
(including dictionaries, thesauruses and online 
materials) and begins to use them to retrieve 
information. 

Uses a variety of text types, to retell orally or through 
drama/presentation. (e.g. Play scripts, Non-fiction texts, 
narratives, poetry) 

 Chooses favourite author/series of books. Begins to use dictionaries to check meanings of words. 

 Listens to and enjoys texts beyond their reading level. Discusses favourite words and phrases and their impact 
on meaning. 

Reads texts that are structured in different ways 
(including dictionaries, thesauruses and online 
materials) and uses them independently to retrieve 
information. 

 Recites simple poems with confidence. Listens to and discusses texts at a level beyond their 
independent reading level and confidently shares ideas 
giving quotes taken from the text. 

 Uses technology to read and find information. Identifies how language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning. 

Reads and performs some different forms of poetry (e.g. 
acrostic, shape poem, limerick, riddle).   

  Prepares poems and play scripts to read aloud. Makes predictions based on their own experiences or 
literal information from the text (asking own questions to 
develop understanding). 

Reads and performs some different forms of poetry (e.g. 
haiku, free verse, narrative) showing awareness of the 
audience. 

Reads texts that are structured in different ways 
(including dictionaries, thesauruses and online 
materials) and confidently uses them independently to 
retrieve information. 

  Reading for Pleasure 

  Chooses to read a variety of genres, commenting on 
likes and dislikes.   Asks and answers literal, retrieval and inferential 

questions about the text (including poems). 
Makes predictions based on their own experiences or 
literal information from the text and justifies with 
evidence. 

  Explains their preferences/opinions on a text (including 
book reviews). 

Reads and performs an increasingly wide range of 
different forms of poetry showing awareness of the 
audience. 

  Distinguishes between fact and opinion. 

  Listens to and enjoy texts beyond their reading level. Summarises main ideas in their own words. Asks and answers literal, retrieval and inferential 
questions about more challenging texts.   Recites more complex poems. Discusses words and phrases that capture interest and 

engage the reader across a variety of text types 
including poetry. 

Makes predictions based on their own experience and/or 
literal and inferential information from the text, providing 
reasoned justifications. 

  Confidently uses technology to read and find 
information. 

Distinguishes between fact and opinion giving evidence. 

  Summarises main ideas in their own words and 
responds to the text.    Begins to comment on how language choices have an 

impact on meaning across a variety of text types, 
including poetry. 

Confidently asks and answers literal, retrieval and 
inferential questions about increasingly challenging 
texts. 

   Discusses words and phrases that capture interest and 
engage the reader across a variety of text types 
including poetry. 

   

   Begins to comment on the author’s point of view Understands the difference between fact and opinion 
explaining evidence/    Makes comparisons within texts Gives explanations of how language choices have an 

impact on meaning across a variety of text types, 
including poetry. 

   Reading for pleasure Summarises main ideas in their own words and takes 
notes to prepare a written précis/    Chooses to read a variety of genres, commenting on 

likes and dislikes.    Comments on the author’s intention giving examples 
from the text. 

Discusses how a writer’s choice of language affects the 
reader.    Expresses and discusses their preferences and opinions 

on a text (including book reviews).    Makes comparisons within and across texts Gives detailed explanations of how language choices 
and text organisation has an impact on meaning across 
a variety of text types, including poetry. 

   Listens to and enjoys texts beyond their reading level Reading for pleasure 

   Confidently uses technology to read and find information Continues to select a variety of genres for their own 
pleasure.    Recites more complex poems with confidence Comments on the author’s intention evaluating writer’s 

use of words, phrases and language features including 
figurative language. 

   Is developing a positive attitude to reading Confidently expresses and discusses their preferences 
and opinions on a text (including book reviews and 
recommendations). 

    

  Makes comparisons within and across texts giving 
evidence to support the comparison.     Listens to and enjoys texts beyond their reading level. 

    Confidently uses technology to read and find information Reading for pleasure 

    Recites a wider range of more complex poems with 
confidence. 

Continues to select a variety of genres for their own 
pleasure. 

    

    Continues to have a positive attitude to reading. Confidently expresses and discusses their preferences 
and opinions on a text (including book reviews, 
recommendations, and book presentations). 

     

     

     Listens to and enjoys texts beyond their reading level. 

     Confidently uses technology to read and find 
information.      

     Recites a wider range more complex poems with 
confidence   

     

     Demonstrates a positive attitude to reading by choosing 
read during self-directed time      

 


